
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – June 18, 2015 
 

MINING ENGINEER CALLS OUT OWNER OF FLAMBEAU MINE 

FOR MISLEADING PUBLIC AND WISCONSIN LAWMAKERS 
 

A report 
1
 recently issued by a mining engineer calls out the owner of the Flambeau Mine and one of its consultants for misleading the 

public and Wisconsin lawmakers.  
 

“They lie,” said Jack Parker of Baltic, Michigan with regard to information provided by Rio Tinto (London, UK) and consultant 

Stephen Donohue (Foth Infrastructure & Environment, Green Bay, WI) with regard to groundwater contamination at the site. 
 

The Flambeau Mine, now closed, operated for a relatively short 4-year period in Rusk County, Wisconsin during the mid-1990s. It 

produced copper, gold and silver 
2
 and was quite small by today’s standards. The pit was 32 acres in size, and the project impacted less 

than 10 acres of wetlands. 
3 
All of the ore was shipped to Canada for smelting, so there are no “tailings” on site.  

 

It was a controversial project marred by protests and arrests in the early 1990s due to the proximity of the mine pit to the Flambeau 

River -  just 140 feet away – and the fact that the Flambeau Deposit had been classified by geologists as a “massive sulfide.”  Sulfide 

mining has been associated with polluting lakes and streams with heavy metals and rendering groundwater unfit to drink. 
 

To allay public concern, Rio Tinto negotiated a contract (known as “the local agreement”) with Rusk County, the City of Ladysmith 

and Town of Grant in 1988 in which the company guaranteed, among other things, safe drinking water. In addition, the project is 

regulated under a mine permit issued by the State of Wisconsin. 
 

JP, who has consulted on hundreds of mining projects 
4
 across the country, including many in the Great Lakes region, recently 

evaluated claims made by Rio Tinto with regard to the condition of the groundwater at the reclaimed Flambeau site.  
 

His report, recently delivered  to the desks of Rusk County Board Chairman Randy Tatur, Ladysmith Mayor Marty Reynolds, Grant 

Town Chairman Tom Riegel, Rep. Jim Edming  (R-Glen Flora) and Sen. Jerry Petrowski (R-Marathon)
 5
, highlights the following 

statement made by Rio Tinto in a June 2013 
6
 report disseminated broadly to the public and parroted 

7
 in one form or another by others: 

 

“Testing shows conclusively that groundwater quality surrounding the site is as good as it was before mining.” 
6
 

 

JP, who examined pre- and post-mining water quality data on file with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) from 

test wells at the Flambeau site, disagreed emphatically. He stated: 
 

“The groundwater quality surrounding the site is NOT as good as it was before mining.  The Rio Tinto claim was, and still is, 

false.  IT IS EITHER A MISTAKE OR A LIE.  In some states the presentation of false information in the permitting process 

constitutes a felony." 
 

He went on to provide the following example regarding manganese, one of several pollutants that has gone much higher than the 

reported baseline values: 
 

“At worst the maximum concentration was 1,400 parts per billion (ppb) before mining and is 41,000 ppb at present – off by a factor of 

30:1.” 
 

“And we are not talking about just one well or one pollutant,” adds Laura Gauger, co-author of a book about the Flambeau Mine that 

includes a detailed analysis of existing mining regulations and how water quality at Flambeau fared under those regulations. “Historic 

groundwater data available for review on the Wisconsin DNR’s website 
8 
confirms levels of manganese much higher than the reported 

baseline values in seven of the eight wells within the backfilled pit and two of the three wells directly between the pit and Flambeau 

River.”   
 

“Some wells at the mine site are also registering copper, zinc, iron and sulfate levels much higher than reported before mining.” 
 

Still, Stephen Donohue, a hydrologist with Foth who worked on the Flambeau project and presently consults for PolyMet in 

Minnesota, made a claim similar to Rio Tinto’s in testimony 
9
 offered before the Wisconsin Senate Select Committee on Mining in 

September 2012. He stated to lawmakers: 
 

“Testing on groundwater around the Flambeau Mine site continues to show that groundwater is being protected at this project.”
  9

 
 

JP, with over 50 years of experience in the mining industry, summed it up like this:    
  

“The statement that the water at Flambeau is ‘as good as it was before mining’ has been echoed worldwide as if Gospel, 

actually used to promote a claim that a sulfide orebody has been mined successfully without impairing local waters. That, of 

course, is also a lie.  All are lies – which in this context should be exposed and prosecuted – never condoned.” 
 

 

  ####                                                                            OVER → 

https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/flambeau-facts_jp_april-2015_final.pdf
http://www.flambeaumine.com/history.html
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/EcoNatRes/EcoNatRes-idx?type=header&id=EcoNatRes.FinEnvImpMar90
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/EcoNatRes/EcoNatRes-idx?type=header&id=EcoNatRes.FinEnvImpMar90
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/jack-parker-resume_may-2015_2r.pdf
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/lg_lettertoruskofficials_w_sig.pdf
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/lg_lettertoruskofficials_w_sig.pdf
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/excerpt-from-rt-flambeau_case_study_june-2013.pdf
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/parroted_flambeau_claims.pdf
https://flambeaumineexposed2.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/excerpt-from-rt-flambeau_case_study_june-2013.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/wastemgmt/gotw/webpages/UserAgreement.aspx
http://www.wiseye.org/videoplayer/vp.html?sid=8822
http://www.wiseye.org/videoplayer/vp.html?sid=8822
http://www.wiseye.org/videoplayer/vp.html?sid=8822


 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  Laura Gauger (Duluth, Minnesota) 

 Email:  kettu2010@gmail.com 

 Tel:  218-724-3004    
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